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Summary

Disaster refers to death, loss of human life,
economic disruption & deterioration of health
and health related services Disasters are not
confined to a particular part of the world. They
can occur at any place at any time. Major
disasters or emergencies occurred throughout
the history and as the world population grows
and the resources become more limited,
communities are increasingly becoming more
vulnerable to the hazards that cause disaster.
The statistics gathered since 1969 shows a rise in
the number of people affected by disasters. The
number of injuries and deaths differs depending
on the number of factors such as the type of
disaster, the density and distribution of the
population, condition of the environment, and
degree of the preparedness and opportunity of
the warning. We can minimize the death,
ecological disruption and deterioration of the
health  services by proper planning and
management.
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Introduction

Management can be defined as a set of activities
including planning, decision making, organizing,
leading, and controlling directed at an
organization’s resources such as human, physical,
financial, and information with the aim of
achieving a set of goals in an efficient and
effective manner [1]. Disaster management aims
to reduce, or avoid, the potential losses from
hazards, assure prompt and appropriate assistance
to victims of disaster, and achieve rapid and
effective recovery.
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Perspectives of Disaster Management

A) Mitigation - Minimizing the effects of disaster.
Examples: building codes and zoning;
vulnerability analyses; public education. B)

Preparedness - Planning how to respond.
Examples: preparedness plans; emergency
exercises/training; warning systems. C)

Response - Efforts to minimize the hazards
created by a disaster. Examples: search and
rescue; emergency relief. D) Recovery/
Rehabilitation - Returning the community to
normal. Examples: temporary housing; grants;
medical care [2].
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Fig 1: Management sequence of sudden onset disaster

Mitigation

Mitigation activities actually eliminate or reduce
the probability of disaster occurrence, or reduce
the effects of unavoidable disasters.

Mitigation measures include

(1) Building codes. (2) Vulnerability analyses
updates. (3) Zoning and land use management. (4)
Building use regulations and safety codes. (5)
Preventive health care. (6) Public education.

Preparedness

The goal of emergency preparedness programs is
to achieve a satisfactory level of readiness to
respond to any emergency situation through
programs that strengthen the technical and
managerial capacity of governments, organizations
and communities.
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Response

The aim of emergency response is to provide
immediate assistance to maintain life, improve
health and support the morale of the affected
population.

The focus in the response phase is on meeting the
basic needs of the people until more permanent
and sustainable solutions can be found.
Humanitarian organizations are often strongly
present in this phase of the disaster management
cycle [3].

Such assistance may be for providing specific but
limited aid, such as —

(1) Search, rescue and First-aid. (2) Triage- Rapidly
classifying the injured on the basis of severity for
further intervention. (3) Assisting refugees with
transport, temporary shelter, and food.

(4) To establishing semi-permanent settlement in
camps and other locations. (5) Initial repairs to
damaged infrastructure. (6) Identification of dead.

Recovery/Rehabilitation

As the emergency is brought under control, the
affected population is capable of undertaking a
growing number of activities aimed at restoring
their lives and the infrastructure that supports
them. Recovery measures include-

(1) Returning vital life-support systems to
minimum operating standards. (2) Temporary
housing. (3) Public information. (4) Health and
safety education. (5) Reconstruction; counseling
programs. (6) Economic impact studies. (7) Data
collection related to  rebuilding. (8)
Documentation of lessons learned.

Disaster Management:

Triage Approach

(1) Triage consists of rapidly classifying the
injured on the basis of severity of their injuries
and the likelihood of the survival with prompt
medical intervention [4]. (2) Triage is the only
approach that can provide maximum benefit to the
greatest number of injured in a major disaster
situation. (3) Triage should be carried out at the
site of disaster. (4) The most common
classification uses the internationally accepted
four color code system. (5) Red indicates high
priority treatment or transfer. (6) Yellow signals
medium priority. (7) Green indicates ambulatory
patients. (8) Black for dead or moribund patients.
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Disaster Management Programs:
Bangladesh Perspective

Severe Cyclonic Storms in Recent YearS

Date of Event  Windspeed Storm Surge Deaths (nr)
- Max (Km/hr)  Height (m)
Lege 0ct 09, 1960 160 3.0 3000
o Oct 30, 1960 208 4.0-6.0 5149
Cyclonic Risk Zone May 09, 1961 144 2.4-3.0 11466
1 No Risk Mhy 28, 1963 200 4.2-5.1 11520
[ Wind Risk My 11, 1965 160 36 19279
=1 Rsk Dec 14, 1965 208 4.6-6.0 873
[ Hgh Risk Oct 01, 1966 144 4.6-6.1 850
Nov 12, 1970 24 6.0-9.1 300000
My 25, 1985 152 3.0-4.6 11069
Management Information & Monitoring (MIM) Divisio  Nov 29, 1988 160 1.5-3.0 5708
Disaster Management Bureau (DMB), January 200. My 29, 1991 25 4.0-5.0 138868

Fig 2 : Areas affected by cyclone in Bangladesh

Areas Affected By Droughts in Bangladesh
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Fig 3 : Areas affected by droughts in Bangladesh
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Earthquake Zones in Bangladesh
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Date of Event Name Magnitude Region Affected Egicenter from
(R Scale) Dhaka (km)
A ., 1762 Chittagong, Arakan, Myanmar
Jan 10, 1869 Cachar Earthquake 75  Shylhet, Cachar (Assam) 250
Jui14,1885 Bengal Earthquake 70  Bogra, Serajganj, Jamalpur, 170
Sherpur, Mymensingh, Dhaka
Jun 12,1897 G. Indian Earthquake 87  Northern Bengal, Dhaka, Comilla 230
Jui8, 1918 Siimengal Earthquske 7.6 Simangal and Surounding Area 150
Jul2, 1930 Dhurbi Earthquake 7.1 Dhubi (Assam), Rangpur 250
Jan 15, 1934 Bihar-Nepal Earthquake ~ 83 Bihar, Nepal 510
Aug .., 1950 Assam Earthquake 85  Assam, Bengal 780 \

Management Information & Monitoring (MIM) Division, Disaster Management Bureau (DMB), January 2001

Fig 4 : Earthquake zones in Bangladesh

Disaster Prone Areas in Bangladesh
(By Districts)
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Menagement Information & Monitoring (MIM) Division
Disaster Management Bureau (DMB), September 1399

Fig 5 : Disaster prone areas of Bangladesh
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Bangladesh Disaster Management Mission
Vision and Objectives [5,6].

The disaster management vision of the
government of Bangladesh is to reduce the risk of
people, especially the poor and the disadvantage,
from the effect of natural, environmental and
human induced hazards, to a manageable and
acceptable humanitarian level and to have in place
and efficient emergency response system capable
of handling large scale of disaster.

The mission is to bring a paradigm shift in disaster
management from conventional response and
relief practice to a more comprehensive risk
reduction culture.

The overall objective is to strengthen the capacity
of the Bangladesh Management System to reduce
unacceptable risk and improve response and
recovery management at all levels.

Disaster Management Programs:
Bangladesh Perspective

Humanitarian assistance program

1. Vulnerable group feedings (VGF) 2. Allocation
of Housing grant. 3. Allocation of Corrugated iron
sheet. 4. Allocation of Gratuitous relief. 5.
Allocation of Warm clothing. 6. Refugee program.

Social safety net program

1. Food for work (FFW) and Test relief(TR) 2.
Employment Generation Program for Hardcore
Poor(EGPP)

Disaster risk reduction projects

1. Annual Development Program (ADP)-
Construction of cyclone shelters, flood shelters,
construction of bridges or culverts, procurement
of equipments for search and rescue operation [5].
2. Climate change trust fund project- Cyclone
resistant house construction. 3. Climate change
resilient fund. 4. Sponsored projects:

a. Proshar. b. Nobojibon.

Special programs:

Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP)

After the severe cyclone in 1970, by the request of
the United Nations, Cyclone Preparedness
Program (CPP) was established in 1972 with the
help of the then league of Red Cross.

With effect from July, 1973. The Program was
approved by the then honorable Prime Minister
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. As a
result it appeared as a joint program of
Government of Bangladesh & Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society.
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From that time CPP has been working in the field
of disaster management in Bangladesh especially
in early warning system, search and rescue,
evacuation, sheltering, First aid, relief distribution
and rehabilitation activities

Disaster Management Organization

1. Bangladesh Red Crescent Society. (BDRCS) 2.
Action Aid Bangladesh. 3. Bangladesh Disaster
Preparedness Centre (BDPC) : The Bangladesh
Disaster Preparedness Centre (BDPC) was
established in 1992 as Bangladesh’s first
independent, local NGO focused solely on
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).

Conclusion

By working together with a spirit of fellowship
and mutual understanding we will be engaging our
skills to fight against any disaster, trying to
minimize the effect of disasters and providing the
safety and security to the people not only bounded
in term of a nation rather to the extent of whole
mankind irrespective of Nationality, Religion,
Cast, Creed, Political stand or Economical class.
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