Obituary

Professor Dr. M. Muhibur Rahman (1944-2025)

Professor Dr. M. Muhibur Rahman, an eminent chemist, revered educator, a dedicated researcher, and one of
the most distinguished Fellows of The Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, left us on 30 March 2025 at the age
of 81 after a life of illustrious academic careers, research activities, and scientific contributions. Professor
Rahman an elected Fellow of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences in 2012.was a towering figure in the field
of Physical and Atmospheric Chemistry in Bangladesh, He leaves behind a legacy of research excellence,
pedagogical rigor, and institutional development.

Professor Rahman began his long and illustrious teaching career in the Department of Chemistry, University
of Dhaka in 1966 as a Lecturer. He was appointed Assistant Professor in 1971, Associate Professor in 1974
and Professor in 1987 in the same department. He remained with the Department of Chemistry until his
retirement in 2010. His career continued even after retirement — as a UGC Professor (2017-2019) and
through major national education initiatives, including the Higher Education Quality Enhancement Project
(HEQEP) under the Ministry of Education.

Professor Rahman was born on 2 January 1944 in the village Manikpur of Zakiganj Upazila in the district of
Sylhet. He passed the Matriculation Examination of the then East Pakistan Secondary Education Board in
1959, securing 16th place in order of merit. He had Higher Secondary Education from Dhaka College, Dhaka
(1959-1961), and passed 1.Sc. Examination of the Dhaka University in the Science group in 1961, securing
Second place in order of merit. For tertiary level education, he studied in the Department of Chemistry, Dhaka
University (1961-1965) and obtained the B.Sc. (Honours in Chemistry) degree in 1964 and M.Sc. (Chemistry)
degree in 1965, securing first position in First Class in both. He had higher studies in the Department of
Physical Chemistry, Cambridge University, UK from 1967-1970 and obtained the Ph.D. Degree in 1970 under
the supervision of Professor J. W. Linnett, FRS, as a Commonwealth Scholar.

He received first grade merit scholarship during higher secondary and tertiary level studies; Commonwealth
scholarship for doctoral studies in Cambridge University, UK; Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship for
postdoctoral research in the Goettingen University (1974-1976) and Kiel University (1984); British Council
Senior Visitorship for research in the University of East Anglia, Norwich, England (1984). He was a Guest
Scientist in Goettingen University, Germany (1976-1977), Kiel University, Germany (1984-1987, 1990-1992,
1994-1995); and was invited as an Alexander von Humboldt Foundation research scientist to work on
atmospheric chemistry in the Wuppertal University, Germany (September 2012 and October 2013).

Professor Rahman trained and supervised over 90 postgraduate research students, including Ph.D. and M.Phil.
candidates in the Department of Chemistry at Dhaka University. He also co-supervised two PhD students at
the Institute of Physical Chemistry, University of Kiel, Germany. He inspired generations of chemists with his
commitment to laboratory precisions, academic integrity, and the scientific method.

Professor Rahman was among the pioneers of Atmospheric Chemistry and Catalysis research in Bangladesh.
He introduced and led research in the fields such as heterogeneous catalysis, reaction kinetics, nanomaterials,
and monitoring atmospheric pollution. As the Director (2009-2010) of the Centre for Advanced Research in



Sciences (CARS), Dhaka University, he established first Air Quality Monitoring Centre of the country and
opened the facilities to a wide range of faculty and students, fostering interdisciplinary collaborations. Prof.
Rahman was a highly valued collaborator and mentor, with collaborations spanning across the Globe.

Prof. Rahman's contributions to Chemistry were not limited to research and academic leadership. His
involvement in popularizing science, developing curriculum, and self-assessment left an indelible mark on
Education. Known for his lively and inquisitive lecturing style, he challenged his audiences with thought-
provoking questions, constantly reminding his students and colleagues that, while we may learn much, there is
always more to discover.

His international engagements included extended research stays in Germany, particularly at the Universities of
Gottingen, Kiel, and Wuppertal, under prestigious fellowships such as those from the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation and the German Research Society. In Cambridge University, he worked on Mdssbhauer
spectroscopic studies of ferrites and heterogeneous gaseous reactions on solid catalysts with Professor J W
Linnett, FRS, while in Goettingen University he focused on photoelectric properties of metal oxides,
heterogeneous catalysis while working with Professor Karl Hauffe. In University of East Anglia, Norwich,
UK he worked on Infrared spectra of adsorbed species with Professor Norman Sheppard, FRS and in
University of Kiel, Germany his areas of interests were Kinetics of elementary reactions of gaseous species
relevant to atmospheric chemistry with Professor R. N Schindler and in Wuppertal University, Germany, he
engaged himself with detection of atmospheric pollutants with Professor Thorsten Benter. He was fluent in
German, Bengali, English, and conversant in several other languages, which enriched his capacity for cross-
cultural academic exchange.

Professor Rahman was a founder member of several major scientific organizations in Bangladesh, including
the Bangladesh Chemical Society, which he served as President (2007-2010), and the Association of
Humboldt Fellows Bangladesh (AHFB), where he served both as long-time General Secretary (1983-2003)
and later as President (2003-2010). As a President of Bangladesh Chemical Society, he took initiatives to
award Honorary Fellowships to several chemists of international standing including Nobel Laureate Yuan
Tseh Lee of Taiwan and IUPAC President Jung Il Jin of South Korea. He made remarkable contributions to
Bangladesh- Germany academic and cultural ties. His editorial leadership spanned the Dhaka University
Journal of Science and the Journal of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, contributing to the national
discourse on scientific publication standards.

He was deeply respected as an academic administrator, having served as Chairman of the Department of
Chemistry (1996-1999) and House Tutor at Shahidullah Hall (1977-1983). He was member, University
Grants Commission of Bangladesh (2010-2014) and played a key role in reforming the policies of awarding
research grants, UGC Awards for best research publications to faculty members in universities; in
implementing the Higher Education Quality Enhancement Project of the Ministry of Education, Government
of Bangladesh and introducing a mechanism of Quality Assurance of Higher Education (IQAC)in the
universities in Bangladesh. His leadership style was marked by fairness, institutional loyalty, and -enviable
commitment to academic merits.

A prolific author, Professor Rahman published 95 peer-reviewed journal articles and several book chapters,
including a Text Book on Higher Secondary level chemistry that continue to guide chemistry students across
the country. He was a pioneer in launching the Bangladesh Chemistry Olympiad, fostering a culture of
scientific curiosity among high school students.

Professor Rahman, survived by his wife, Mrs. Shamim Rahman and four daughters has left behind an
irreplaceable void in the scientific and academic community of Bangladesh.

- Md. Abu Bin Hasan Susan





