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Abstract

Human trafficking has received increased mediarattnal attention. Despite concerted efforts tmlsat human trafficking, the trade in
persons persists and in fact continues to grows Taper describes the relationship and distinchietween trafficking and ethnic
fragmentation, conflict, internally displaced perduy different measures of control. To explain thkationship between these factors, this
study uses a Probit regression model. It appeatsethnic conflict leads the internal displacenarindividuals from networks of family
and community, and their access to economic andls#fety nets.
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I. Introduction though there are no definite numbers of victims,isit
Human trafficking has an impact on the individuditore  estimated that 150,000 victims are trafficked friia South
than 130 countries are affected by human traffigkin Asia region annually (WD). Many studies have revealed
Globally, 29 percent of human trafficking occursteaf that trafficking in women and children is on thserin Asia.
crossing a border. Human traffickers target ecowomiBangladesh is a source and transit country for memen,
migrants and those migrating because of lack ota&tion, and children subjected to trafficking in persomedfically
political and climate instability, discriminatioma conflict  forced labor and forced prostitution. A significasitare of
(UN GIFTY). Bangladeshi victims are men recruited for work eeas
with fraudulent employment offers who are subsetyen
exploited under conditions of forced labor or debhdage.
Children both boys and girls are trafficked within
Bangladesh for commercial sexual exploitation, ezhd
labor, and forced labor. In Nepal, Afghanistan, iBak and
the Philippines, displaced children are at risklitd labor,
trafficking and forced recruitment (WHI The peculiar
situation in South Asia is that communities of sastienic
group are spread across the international bordessthe
displacements in Afghanistan and Myanmar have tirec
implications for the broader South Asian contexkiBtan,
India and Bangladesh, three important countriesthef

: - : : subcontinent, face displacements simultaneously tiue
namely (i) poverty, (i) lack of educational oppantties and development, conflicts and natural disasters. Rakis

(iii) armed conflict (Castles and Lougtnaikee et al). . . )
Perry and McEwinthave found that social determinants areAfghanlstan and India had the highest _number obntepl_
IDPs, accounting for more than a third of the regio

central to the processes that mitigate and fatglithe sale .
and exploitation of women and children in Southe¥®st. displaced population.
Specifically, the facilitation of education and esw@rment,  Any economic or social policy that is deemed to feon
along with the creation and enforcement of effectiv additional benefits purely to a particular ethnioup can be
policies, could lessen the vulnerability of womenda a cause for dissent and conflict. An additional seawf
children to modern-day slavery. Koéttlllustrated that ethnic conflict stems from the inability of intetiznal,
whenever people are forced or lured into explaitat- no  national and regional powers to adequately prosiurity
matter if movement of victims is involved — it isrsidered  for minority groups. However, it can be argued thtinic
human trafficking. Arhifisuggested new conceptual tools tofragmentation (or the share of an ethnic grouphia total
understand the dynamics and relationships betweepopulation) within a country does not necessarihyply
trafficking in persons and diaspora networks. Asg@a dissent even in the face of perceived unjust ecémamd
approach provides a more nuanced and in-depth mbde social policies (Akeet al.®). Lindstrom and Moorkin fact
analyzing human-trafficking cases, and takes intooant  find support for the hypothesis that ethnic fragtagan is
the intersections between traffickers, victims ali@spora  positively correlated with conflict. About 40 mdh people
communities within the human-trafficking process. are displaced globally with 15 million refugees (HER’).
Therefore, the specific objectives of this studye:ato
determine the link between ethnic conflict and homa
trafficking, to determine the relationship betweethnic
fragmentation and human trafficking, to assesseffieacy
and relevance with the issues of displacement uttSAsia.

Every stage of the trafficking process can invghgsical,
sexual and psychological abuse and violence, defwiv
and torture, the forced use of substances, maripnja
economic exploitation and abusive working and kvin
conditions. Some push factors behind asylum mignati
namely (i) repression of minorities or ethnic canifl (i)
civil war, (i) high numbers of internally displad persons
(IDPs) relative to total population, (iv) povertg eeflected
in low per capita income, (v) low position on theirkan
Development Index (HDI), (vi) low life expectancii)
high population density and (viii) high adult ligey rate;
mirror closely the push factors that induce traffig,

In South Asia, there are many countries used aginori
transit and destination countries for traffickingctims are
sent to other countries in the region and to ogaets of the
world. Even more prevalent is the movement of pesso
within the countries for exploitation in variousrfies. Even
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I1. Data and M ethodology

To determine the relationship between internallgptiiced
persons and refugees, ethnic fragmentation andliconf
data are collected from various sources descritedwb
Data on incidence of trafficking are compiled fraountry-
by-country descriptive accounts and the number
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and IDP-likeiations
are data collected by United Nations High Commissidor
Refugees (UNHCB. Conflict measures are collected from
the Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP)/Internaio
Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) Armed Cadnflic
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and 1 otherwise and (ii) the level intensity of flioh is

measured by distinguishing between either a miooflict

or a war (where a minor conflict has less than a&ldé>

related deaths per year for every year in the gemgile a
war is defined as 1 where more than 25 battleedldeaths
per year for every year in the period). A count sugas the
number of conflicts within a country. Finally, a meo
complex measure is utilized that differentiatesnmesn the
types of conflict into three categories.

To explain the behavior of a dichotomous dependent
variable this study has to use a suitably choseir.Cihe

Dataset’. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and theestimating model that emerges from the normal CBF i

landlocked indicator were obtained from the World
Development Indicator (WD). From the review of
literature this study found that trafficking is tH#nary
response variable. The description of other vaembis
given below in the table.

Table 1. Description of Variables

Variable Description of variable

Human trafficking
trafficking Incidence of trafficking(ho-
source country),(0/1)

Fragmentation

ethnic ethnic fractionalization index
religion religious fractionalization index
languag language fractionalization index
I DPs/Refugees

refugees/IDPs refugee and internally displaced
persons, (0/1)

Conflict

cumulative intensit Cumulative intensity level ¢

conflict

intensity intensity level of conflict: 1-
minor, 2- war
coun Number of conflicts within i

country

popularly known as the Probit model (GreEje uses
binomial response variables. In the Probit moded,ibverse
standard normal distribution of the probabilitymedeled as
a linear combination of the predictors. Considerntatent
variable,y; = X[ B + ¢;, this model linearly depends &
and the error terng; , herey; = 1 if the latent variable is
0;y/ <0
1 y/>0

positive and 0 otherwise, now the form jg,= {

The latent variable is interpreted as the utilifffedlence
between choosing; = 1and 0. The probability that can
be derived from the latent variable and the denigio= 1
rule.

p(yi= 1lx) = p(yi > Olxy)
=p(x{B+¢& > 0]x)
=p(& > —x{ Blxi)

—xT
-1-0 @l

T
— XiB
= (h

Assuming that the error term has a standard normal
distribution, ,~N(0,1), we have the equatiom, = ®(n,).
Where @ is the standard normal CDF. The inverse
transformation which gives the linear prediction as
function of the probability is, n; = ® *(mx), The
transformation function in the Probit model is B®F of

the standard normal distribution.

Here, a country is designated as a Host country for

trafficked victims only if 747 cases were reportedhe past
year. Country host-source pairs of trafficking areded
from these above reports for the year 2015.

The variables fragmentation measures are taken Akee
et al.%, where fragmentation (ethnic, religious or lingig)s
is defined asfrag; = 1 — X\, S%,whereS;; is the share
of groupi, (i = 1,2,....,N) in countryj. Ethnic, religious
and language fractionalization cover a larger ramje
countries and various aspects of fragmentationARexe et

al® discuss, these three indices are correla

ed and this study employs them separately in the

estimations.

For various measures of conflict in our estimatjotigs
study uses two measures that capture the intertdity
conflict: (i) the cumulative intensity dummy takesto
account the history of the conflict. It takes tte@ue 0 if the
conflict has resulted in less than 1,000 battletesl deaths

pOi= 1x) =0 ()
:f_xiﬁ D(z) dz

If the error term has a standard normal distribyttben it is
the Probit model.

[11. Analyses and Results

To determine the link between ethnic conflicts and
international trafficking, we estimate the diredfeet of
bthnic fragmentation, various types of external ardrnal
onflicts, presence of IDPs/refugees in a sourasity on
the incidence of trafficking between countries.

This model is presented below:
trafficking; = a; + Pifrag; + Pofrag?
+ Barefugeeidp;
+ Baconflict; + &;
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Where trafficking is the binary dependent variafue the
incidence of trafficking from country i to countyysource i
to host j). This variable takes the value 1 if acidence of
trafficking from country i to country j is reportegnd O
otherwise. The variable frag measures fragmentatidhe
source country of trafficking. It is measured cootusly
from 0 to 1 while fra§ is the squared value of the
fragmentation variable. Three measures, ethnidgioels

75

and language fragmentation, are included in turnthie
different regression specifications. The dummy alalg
refugeeidp indicates the presence of refugees dsase
internally displaced persons in the source couniriyge
variable conflict captures the various measuresaoflict in

a source country. This study includes these various
measures in separate regression specificationseéah
fragmentation measure (ethnic, religious and lisggc).

Table 2. Probit regression : Marginal Effectsof Ethnic, Religion and L anguage Fragmentation

Variables Estimated Coefficient Variables Estimated Coefficient  Variables Estimated
(Ethnic) [SD error] (Religion) [SD error] (Language) Coefficient
[SD error]
Ethnic 5.20* Religior 4.18* Languag 8.93**
[2.12] [1.58] [3.31]
Ethnic -6.33** Religion -5.89* Language squared -9.64*
squared squared
[2.43] [2.11] [4.36]
Refugeeidp 1.08 Refugeeidp .28 Refugeeidp 2.54*
[.61] [.53] [1.08]
Cum-intensity -97 Cum-intensity -2.32 Cum-intensity -3.92
[.69] [1.84] [2.39]
Intensity 75 Intensity 5.81* Intensity 4.5:
[.53] [2.60] [2.91]
Count -19 Count .24 Count 42
[.14] [.14] [.25]

*significant at 10%, ** significant at 5% and **tignificant at 1% level of significance.

The impact of ethnic, religion, and language fragtaton
on the incidence of trafficking have been estimatikd
various conflict measures. From the above tablat 25
illustrated that higher ethnic fragmentation inces the
likelihood of trafficking from a country while theoefficient

on the squared term on ethnic fragmentation is thegand
significant under all the conflict measures. Thiglies that
ethnic fragmentation increases the likelihood efficking
but at a decreasing rate. A possible explanatidhisfresult
might be that, higher ethnic fragmentation allows
middleman or traffickers to easily target membefs o
different ethnic groups and take advantages oflithiéed
information. A higher likelihood of trafficking iassociated
positively but insignificantly with a host countonder the
cumulative intensity, level of intensity and couméasures
of conflict. The presence of IDPs/refugees in thesth
country has positive impact the likelihood of trelking.

I. Conclusion

Human trafficking is an issue of major internatibna
discussion and concern. This study is an attempt t
determine the relationship between ethnic, religiou
fragmentation, and different types of conflict. dnder to
study the qualitative and binary response variaptepit
regression model is used. By estimating the varcaunglict

measures this study found that ethnicity, religiamguage,
refugee status and level intensity are significamg that
matches with relevant literature (Aketeal 3, Arhin®).

Human trafficking involves transnational movemerit o
people, one important related area of debate ernatly
displaced persons (IDPs). Another concern is ethnic
conflicts. Trafficking for commercial sexual exphtion is
the most virulent form of trafficking in the regiomhe
movement of young girls from South Asian countriss
common, taking place either between countries dhiwi
countries. There is further movement to the Midg&st as
well as other destinations. Internal displacemeuné do
conflict in some countries, poverty and lack of éogyment
opportunities increase the vulnerability to beirafficked.

Every stage of the trafficking process can invgisysical,
sexual and psychological abuse and violence, defiv
and torture, the forced use of substances, maripnja
economic exploitation and abusive working and lvin
conditions. Unlike most other violent crime, traKing
asually involves prolonged and repeated trauma. The
situation of IDPs has been more acute compareeftgees

or migrants in the absence of protection from ima¢ional
organizations or states pursuing concrete poligieshis
regard.
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