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Relation of smoking behaviour with severity of COVID-19 

infections in a sample of Iraqi patients  
 

 

 

Key messages 

This cross-sectional study done in 658 adult Iraqi patients (aged 20 to 39) 

did not find an association between smoking habit, its types and frequen-

cies with the severity of COVID-19 symptoms. 
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Table 1 Smoking behaviour of patients with severity of 

COVID 19 patients, results are number (per cent)a 

Characteristic Mild 

(n=187) 

Moderate 

(n=358) 

Severe 

(n=113) 

Age    
20s 65 (34.8)              105 (29.3)                44 (38.9) 

30s 122 (65.2)            53 (70.7)                269 (61.1) 

Sex  
Men 85 (45.5)               199 (55.6)                  63 (55.8) 

Women 102 (54.5)             159 (44.4)                50 (44.2) 

Smoking    

No 139 (74.3) 282 (78.8) 94 (83.2) 

Yes 48 (25.7) 76 (21.2) 19 (16.8) 

Frequency of smoking    

Daily 40 (21.4) 56 (15.6) 12 (10.6) 

Non-daily 8 (4.3) 20 (5.6) 7 (6.2) 

Method of smoking      

Cigarette 18 (9.6) 35 (9.8) 10 (8.8) 

Hookah 20 (10.7) 23 (6.4) 3 (2.7) 

Both 10 (5.3) 18 (5.0) 6 (5.3) 

aNone of  these variables were significantly different between pain categories 
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