Obituary News

BMA would like to express deep condolence on deaths of the following notable physicians in recent past:

1. Dr. Afsar Ali Bashunia (112), Nilfamari, Domar 8. Dr. Omar Uddin Ahmed (82). Dhaka
2. Dr. Aktaruzzaman (80), Bagerhat (Khulna) 9. Dr. Ahmed Hossen Chittagong
3. Dr. Md. Mozammel Hoque (85). Chuadanga 10. Dr. Nazmul Hoque
4, Dr. Kazi Shakhawat Hossen (70), Nouga [1. Dr. Uttam Kumar Sing
5. Dr. Zayed Hossen (80). B.Baria 12. Dr. Rezaul Alam
6. Dr. Robiul Islam (31) 13. Dr. Mosharraf Hossen
7. Dr. Abdur Rahman (80)., Comilla 14. Dr. Ziaul Hoque
15. Dr. Shahanaz Begum
Our heartiest commiseration to the deceased's family, our prayers are with them during this difficult moment of their life,
Letter to the Editor
Postmortem tissue and organ donation
Sir,

Many lives are saved nowadays by blood transfusion. We, doctors can play a great role in motivating people we come across for
blood donation. Like blood other tissues can be donated, but often only after death. Postmortem tissue and organ donation is
widely practiced in the developed countries of North America and Europe. We are lagging far behind.

Eye donation is gradually gathering momentum in our country. Thanks to some of the eye surgeons and Sandhani who took an
active interest in the campaign for eye donation. Eye donation is a postmortem procedure. Previously eye (cornea) procurement
in our country was done mostly from unclaimed dead bodies. For ethical and medico-legal reasons cornea is now harvested from
deceased donors.

Postmortem organ donation (e.g. kidney) requires finding a suitable brain dead donor in an ICU with technical facilities for organ
harvesting. Tissue donation from deceased donors does not need a brain death in an ICU setting. Rather, after cardiac death
(normal death) tissues can be harvested from the donor by a surgical team using a clean OT, provided that the procedure takes
place within a short time, and the deceased donors body should preferably be preserved in a cold mortuary at 50 C before
harvesting tissues to be utilized as allografts.

In addition to cornea and sclera many tissues can be harvested nowadays for clinical use. The list includes- bone, cartilage,
tendon, fascia lata, skin, heart valves and so on. Tissue allografts are used by surgeons to replace damaged or lost tissues of
recipients. After harvesting these tissues need to be processed and preserved properly by a tissue bank. We are fortunate to have a
sophisticated tissue bank at the Atomic Energy Research Establishment in Savar. Our tissue bank is processing bone and amnion
at present and has the potentiality of processing many other tissue allografts.

To improve the supply of tissue allografts and organs for transplantation in our country we need to promote postmortem tissue
and organ donation. Postmortem donation of tissue, organs or the body for the benefit of fellow human beings is an act of greatest
charity. Doctors have many scopes for motivating people for this noble act. Technically, availability of cold mortuary at every
large hospitals and at all district hospitals will enable tissue allograft procurement. The Organ and Tissue Donation Act of 1999
has established the legal framework for procurement, processing and utilization of tissues and organs from human donors in our
country. Social activists, eye banks, tissue banks and intellectuals should come forward to popularize postmortem tissue and
organ donation. But, doctors should take the lead.
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