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nucleoli, increased mitotic activity, high nuclear-
cytoplasmic ratio, nuclear pleomorphism and 
vascular invasion difine malignancy.3,5  These were 
not observed in this case. Considering the anatomic 
site, in the differential diagnosis, epidermal 
squamous cells aspirated during FNAC was 
considered. However squamous cells have distinct 
polygonal cell borders with dense waxy cytoplasm 
which was not seen in this case.1 Also upon 
evaluation of the cells at a higher magnification, 
cytoplasmic granularity was quite apparent, thus 
excluding the possibility of squamous cells. They 
were also distinguished from macrophathology, the 
other differential of rhabdomyoma, hibernoma and 
fobroxanthoma were also ruled out due to presence 
of granular cells.5
Thus, cytopathologic features of granular cell tumor 
presenting as subcutaneous nodule are distinctive 
enough to allow a correct diagnosis at an unusual 
site like thigh at a younger age. This diagnosis is 
important to make as it has a distinctive morphology 
with good prognosis and only excision and only 
excision is required.
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Figure 1: FNAC smear shows syncytial clusters of 
oval to polygonal cells with round central nucleus 
and abundant amount of finely granular cytoplasm.

Figure 2: Some clusters also showed lymphocytic 
infiltration at the edges of the clusters. (Papanicolaou, 
x 100) 
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