Editorial

Intestinai parasites (helminths and protozoa) are very Common in Bangladesh
which canse vast economic loss. The two papers published in this 1ssue show
how serious is the problem. The recent publications in 1992 and 19942-3 show
that the Incidence of ascariasis, hook worm infestation and amochiasis in
Dhaka clty is comparatively much less than found mere than 30 years before in
the sixth decade. But very Hitle is known about the villages where most of aur
people live with litle or no public health care.

If the people are given necessary basle education about personal hygiene and
sanitation through health workers and lmams of the mosques, the situation
wiit improve tnuch. The basic teachings of Islam on cleaniiness and the modern
knowledge of sanitation and public health if combined the situation will no
doubt improve. The most important step to be taken in the viliages is to arrange
proper disposal of the night-setl (Muazzam. 1966)*and provision of pure
drinking water.

The public health department should endevour to take ngcessal}r'stcpa with the
cooperation of the local people Instead of waiting for loreign help awith harmiial
strings attached to it.

Our problem stiould be solved by us which is not difficult i there is definite will
and dcsire.
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