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Abstract: A recession is a significant decline in economic activities. The effects of economic 

recession include general economic decline, drop in the stock market and increase in 

unemployment. While some have argued that bilateral relationship among nations is an ethical 

response to problem of economic recession but it does not solve the problem. The paper suggests 

genetic gender determination. Genetic gender determination is an agent-based ethics. It involves 

the scientific manipulation of the fetus of a woman to determine the gender of her offspring. Ethical 

issues linked to genetic gender determination, unbalance sex ratio, manipulation of genome, and 

possible spread of infectious or communicable diseases. The paper concludes that the genetic 

gender determination would help to cushion the effects of economic recession. 

Keywords: Genetic gender determination, infectious and communicable diseases, economic 

recession and common good.

 

Introduction: The effects of economic 

recession include; inflation, bankruptcies, 

death, the rise in the price of goods and 

services, abnormal increases in 

unemployment, falls in the availability of 

credit, shrinking output and investment, 

reduction in the amounts of trade and 

commerce, as well as volatile relative 

currency value fluctuations. In addition, the 

effect of economic recession is intimate 

partner violence. The Intimate partner 

violence (IPV) is the “behaviors perpetrated 

by a person’s spouse or romantic partner that 

include physical violence, sexual violence, or 

psychological/emotional violence, including 

behavior designed to control a victim’s  

 

movements, interpersonal contacts, and 

access to financial resources”1. The Intimate  

partner violence (IPV) has led to the 

reproduction of babies, which one may be 

able to care.  

 

The economic benefits of a policy, legalizing 

genetic gender determination enable couples 

to determine their family size and balance the 

gender of their children. Gender 

determination might be nevertheless 

justified, if it addresses adequately the 

negative side effects of gender imbalance in 

society-the gender crisis. We maintain that it 

is morally justified to choose the gender of 

one’s offspring with the end of mitigating the 

harmful effects of an economic recession. 
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However, the blame for a recession generally 

falls on the federal leadership of a 

country2.Governments do not manage the 

economic recession, through the approach of 

genetic gender determination. While some 

argue that genetic gender determination 

discourages reproductive autonomy but it 

discourages unplanned family hood. 

Recessions can alter family life by 

constraining the choices that individuals and couples 

make concerning their family lives and by activating 

the family’s role as an emergency support system 3. 

 

Genetic gender determination could lead to 

the manipulation of human genome for 

patriarchal reasons.   Men centric society 

portrays memorable inconsistent force 

relations between woman and men.4. Gender 

determination is ‘to pick a male child, which 

in turn perpetuates gender preference5. The 

objection to genetic gender determination is 

the irrational of a sexist society.  In a men 

centric society, productivity and performance 

of men is assumed generally to be highly 

rated, to women6. While we support the 

permissibly of gender selection, men-centric 

society is unethical, it repudiates human 

dignity and such a policy might be 

discriminatory against women. 

There are many solutions linked to problem 

of economic recession, increase bilateral 

relationship, devaluation of currency, 

consumption of homegrown food and many 

others.    In this paper, we are concerned with 

the ethical Implication of genetic gender 

determination for economic recession. First, 

let us discuss the background of gender 

determination. 

Background: The instinct to determine the 

gender of an offspring is as old as man is. In 

ancient Greece, it’s believed that if a man had 

sex with a woman, raising the right side of his 

legs, a boy will be conceived. In the 

eighteenth-century, it is also mythical that if 

a man ties off his left testicle while having 

sex with a woman, the woman will conceive 

a boy7. Christina et al. presented mythical 

views on gender determination; (a) preceding 

ovulation with an intercourse (b). A water 

and heating soft drink before intercourse (c) 

2 tablespoons of soft drink (d) profound 

entrance of male at the hour of climax8.  

A female child will be born if the following 

steps should be taken [a] Intercourse should 

stop 2 to 3 days before ovulation. 

(b)Intercourse before corrosive vaginal 

douche (c) 2 tablespoons of white vinegar per 

quart of water (d) No female climax. (d) 

Shallow entrances by the male at the hour of 

discharge (e) No restraint until definite 

intercourse 2 to 3 days before ovulation4.  

Timing of sexual intercourse is referred as 

Shettle’s method of gender determination.  

The calculation of women (ovulation) before 

sex helps to determine the gender of an 

offspring5. Gender of an offspring is dogged 

by strong and weak sperm cells. "Strong" 

sperm cell fertilizes an egg, the result is a 

male child and when "weak" cell sperm cell 

fertilizes an egg, the offshoot is a female 

child 5.  

The question is, how can we know the 

empirical distinctions between weak or 

strong sperm cells?  We contend that the 

claims of the ancient philosophers on gender 

determination are myths and probabilities.  

Sperm sorting: Sperm sorting is a genetic 

method of gender determination. Sperm 
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sorting is the separation of X or Y-sperm 

cells. The sorted sperm cell artificially 

inseminated into a woman uterus for the 

desired gender9.   In spite of the fact that 

hundreds of healthy children have been born 

using sperm sorting, it is raises ethical issues, 

manipulation of human genome, long-term 

safety against infectious and communicable 

diseases.   

Pre-Implantation Diagnosis (PGD): "In 

vitro" is a Latin word for "within the glass"5.  

Pre-Implantation Diagnosis (PGD) involves 

in vitro fertilization of an egg to determine 

the gender of a baby. The mother's eggs and 

father's sperm are collected for fertilization in 

the laboratory. After three days of 

development, the fertilized eggs are 

examined for clinical re-implantation into the 

mother's uterus 10.  

The pre-implantation diagnosis is almost 

100% effective, but the procedure seems 

invasive, expensive, and controversial11. "In 

some of the fertility canters in Nigeria, PGD 

is in place and can be assessed, but we advise 

our patients that it is done in patients with a 

high index of the possibility of a sex-linked 

disorder" 9-12. Suppose the significant risk of 

gender determination will result a child with 

a disease or disability13.  The objection to 

gender determination we assume that the risk 

is significantly greater than the risk in normal 

pregnancy 

Ethical Issues: Genetic gender 

determination could lead to "gender 

eugenics” and the spread of virulent disease, 

which could lead to a tragedy of 

civilization14. It is an attempt to create a child 

as a means to an end. While we 

acknowledged the above assertion, now there 

is no evidence of the spread of virulent 

disease or design babies with human 

characteristics due to genetic gender 

determination.  

 Critics would say that gender determination 

is akin to "playing God." It is unnatural for a 

human being to interfere with the natural 

process of reproduction.  We contend that if 

nature had balanced the genders in a family 

hood, humankind wouldn’t strive for a 

balance. The human distortions of nature is 

the human desires for satisfaction and 

picking a balance for survival15. 

 Gender determination is an ethical response 

to avert X-linked genetic diseases among 

children. “Sex detection of fetus before 

delivery in the first trimester of pregnancy 

will prevent babies with abnormalities being 

born”16. However, the above assertion 

negates disability right but we maintain that 

it is morally right to adhere to the best 

consequence, for the common good of the 

society. 

Conclusion: A thorough examination of the 

pros and cons of gender determination, one 

would say that gender determination be 

approved to mitigate the effects of the 

economic recession. However, if it is 

approved by governments, it does not mean it 

cannot be regulated to avoid unethical 

practice among researchers, manipulating of 

the genome, gender preference or sex 

discrimination are obnoxious practices that 

must be regulated by law. 
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