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Abstract

The study was conducted to determine the participation of indigenous people in different income
generating activities (IGAs) and identify their problems. The study focused especially the Santal (an
indigenous community of Bangladesh) peoples living in Chapainawabganj district. A pre-structured
questionnaire was used to collect data through face to face interview from randomly selected sample
size of 120 respondents. The Santals did not have recognizable access to education and income
generating activities (IGAs). The main findings indicate that, most of the respondents were in between
29-50 years of age. About 60% of the respondents were illiterate with 80% belonged to medium sized
family which consist of 4 to 6 members. Agriculture is the main occupation among of the respondents.
Among them, only 3.33% people are involved with Government services. Most of the people are found
without own land although they continue their livelihood mostly by crop production, livestock rearing,
fish culture and day laboring. They take lease of cultivable land from others. The respondents had an
average annual family income of about 71429BDT whereas about 80% of the respondents were under
low income category. Lack of money was found the most important problem in the study area
according to Focus Group Discussion (FGD). IGAs improved the overall livelihood status of the
Santals in the study area.

Keywords: Participation, indigenous people, Santals, Income Generating Activities (IGAs),
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1. Introduction diversity, with over 54 indigenous group of

peoples. The country’s indigenous population is
Bangladesh is one of the South Asian countries  approximately 1.5 million, which represents
with gigantic population of 144 million (Hasan 1.8% of the total population of the country
et al., 2017) and who is basically rural area lead  (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011).
agricultural country (Hasan et al., 2015a). Indigenous people and their distinct languages,
Bangladesh is a country of cultural and ethnic  traditions, cultures, values and customs
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contribute significantly to the rich cultural
heritage, ecology, and sustainable development
of the country (Roy and Chakma, 2015). Acute
economic hardship is prominent in most of
indigenous peoples of Bangladesh. Multi-
dimensional economic problems ranging from
poverty to unemployment are faced by them. It
was estimated that most of the indigenous people
in the plains were landless, and large quantity
were literate, about one quarter of the then
national literacy rate. Most of these people are
tenant or wage laborers. The Santal, formally
spelt as Sonthal, an adivasi (indigenous, tribal)
people and they are living predominantly in the
Northern part of Bangladesh especially in the
then greater districts of Dinajpur, Rangpur,
Bogra, and Rajshahi. Santals are one of the most
disadvantaged, vulnerable and socio-
economically poor and are the victims of severe
exploitation and injustice (Elahee, 2013).

Santals are the one of the major ethnic groups in
Bangladesh. They are mainly living in districts
of Rajshahi division. Santals lead a poor life.
They are compelled to sell their labor at a very
low price in elsewhere. In addition, they dig soil,
carry loads, or engage themselves in similar
works of day laborers and they are accustomed
to hard work. Traditionally, they are mainly
agriculturists. Although the scientific side of
their knowledge about cultivation and managing
their land has not been developed yet. Vast
majority of the Santals in Bangladesh have lost
their land properties. and forcing them to earn
their livelihood depending on the mercy and
availability of work in the fields of their Muslim
or Hindu neighbors for their mere subsistence
(Murmu, 2004).

Indigenous people mostly deprived of diversified
development interventions particularly in the
field of Income Generating Activities. At present
the main scope of IGA’s are, small business,
crop cultivation, tailoring, poultry rearing, cow
rearing and beef fattening, homestead gardening
etc. Many research shows that; agriculture
dominates the tribal economic scene a very few
percent are engaged in non-agricultural pursuits

(Jayakumarand and Palaniyammal, 2016). They
also claimed that, these people are unable to
meet their everyday requirements as they solely
depend on the agricultural economy. Meanwhile,
Hossain and Hasan (2018) claimed that good
nutritive and medicinal valued underutilized
vegetables had the capacity to enhance food
security of the poor people in Bangladesh.
Government and non-government organizations
recently have undertaken different development
programmes (such as education, infrastructural
development, rural electrification, health
facilities) in most of the tribal inhabited areas of
Bangladesh for the development of indigenous
people (Shelly 1992). Through another study
Hasan et al. (2015b) on women's involvement in
income generating activities in Bangladesh and
exhibited that women in the study area
performed different agricultural and non-
agricultural income generating activities. The
activities included year round vegetable
cultivation, tree planting, poultry farming, cattle
and goat raising, fish farming, different small
cottage industries or even rice processing.
Meanwhile Sultana and Hasan (2010) concluded
that greater part of the women play a crucial role
crop production, livestock and poultry rearing,
management  of  fisheries, and family
management.

Moreover, the Santals have very limited access
for housing, education, electricity, health and
sanitation, etc. In spite of many developmental
programs, the economic standards of the tribal is
still very low and hence, there is a need for joint
efforts and better coordination of all the stake
holders who are working directly or indirectly
influences the development of tribal community
(Seraphinus, 2014). Hence, the current study was
undertaken to satisfy the following objectives.

1. To ascertain the respondent’s demographic
characteristics;

2. To identify the participation of indigenous
people in different Income Generating
Activities (IGAs) along with the problems
faced by the indigenous people in the study
area while operating IGAs;
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2. Materials and Methods

2.1 Research design

The present study is based on survey method.
The study is confined to the Santal tribe of
Chapainawabganj  District.  Anthropological
techniques and methods such as participant
observation, group discussions, interview
schedule and informal conversations were taken
place for this study. A semi structured interview
schedule was utilized to collect responses from
the respondents of the study area. Besides, for
collecting data, face to face interviews and
observation were carried out as this is the most
commonly used method for data collection
(Ogunlade and Adebayo, 2009). Delbari,
Baliadanga, Babudaying andJolaharare the
unions of Chapainawabganj Sadar upazilla under
Chapainawabgonj districtwere selected as the
study area. All Santals of the area were the
population of the study. Among them 120
respondents were selected through simple
random sampling technique as sample. Random
sampling technique is simple and best suited for
smaller population (Moore et al., 2014). The
entire process of data collection was conducted
from August to October, 2018.

2.2.  Measurement
variables
The variables of this study which influenced the
respondent’s opinion are age, educational status,
family size, occupation, cultivable land, annual
income and their main problems. Age of a
respondent is measured in terms of actual years
on the basis of their statement. Educational status
was measured by the number of years of
schooling. Family size referred to the total
number of members of a family including the
respondent himself/herself, spouse, child and
other permanent dependent who lived together as
family unit. Annual income of the respondents
was measured in Bangladeshi taka (BDT) on the
basis of total yearly earning from different
agricultural and non-agricultural sources of their
family. Some income generating activities were
selected purposively from many the santals were
engaged with and were measured using

technique of different

frequency. We identified their main problems
using Focus Group Discussion (FGD) among 40
respondents, they were divided into four sub
groups and finally ranking of the problems were
done by counting scores. Overall livelihood
status of the respondents was measured through
percentage.

Different analysis like frequency count, means,
ranges with percentages, category were
administered utilizing Statistical Package for
Social Science (SPSS) software to show the
contribution of demographic characteristics and
income generating activities of the respondents.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Demographic  characteristics of the
respondents
Respondent’s demographic characteristics are
accumulated into Table 1. According to the
findings of Table 1 showed that average age of
the respondents was 40.75 in which middle aged
people percentage (about 73%) were more.
Generally the Santals are not literate have their
own language known as Santali language. High
percentage of Santal children dropped out from
the primary level even high dropout continues
progressively till the end of the primary
education level, junior secondary level and the
secondary and the higher secondary level.
(Sharif, 2014). The findings exhibited that the
60% of the respondents were illiterate, and only
16.6% had both primary level education, and
secondary level of education respectively. The
condition of tribal education has been found to
be very pitiable condition due to various factors,
like; the remoteness, lack of educational
institutions, insufficient essential educational
materials, poverty, and poor health condition and
so on. Poor economic condition creates great
hindrance to the successful education of the
tribal people (Maharana, 2015).

According to Maharana et al. (2018), family was
considered to be the basic social unit which was
an association of husband, wife and their
children. The family was attributed with many
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important role and function like- economic,
socio-cultural, psychological, and religious and
many more in the society. Data contained in
Table 1 demonstrated that the majority
percentage (68.3%) of respondent of the study
area had family size in between 4-6 person
(medium size) although the average family size
of the study area was 3.3 which was lower than
the national average family size (4.89) in
Bangladesh is 4.89. Generally, Santal families
are nuclear type, consisting of father, mother and
their unmarried children. Joint families are also
not uncommon which consist of father, mother,
son, daughter-in-law and their unmarried
children. Father is the head of the family and the
decisions are taken by him.

Data contained in Table 1 revealed that the
average cultivable land was 3.325 bigha (about
110 decimal). 16.66% of the respondents had
small cultivable land, 73.33% had medium

cultivable land which covers the majority and
10% had high cultivable land size.

From the table it is showed that the average
annual family income of the respondents was
about 71429 BDT (about 893 USD), whereas the
average annual income of Bangladesh is 1751
USD according to The Daily Star, 2018.
Although 80% of the respondent’s annual family
income was low (<83680 BDT) and 18.33% of
the respondents earned up to 83680-330000 BDT
annually from different IGAs. Only 1.66%
respondent’s income was high. The major
income of the Santal comes out from agriculture
like paddy farming and livestock rearing. The
income also comes from crop production, day
labor, and business. Their wages also vary from
male to female, normally male are getting 300-
350 tk per day, whereas the female get 250-300
tk per day.

Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the respondents

Categories Ranges Frequency Percentage (%) Average
Age

Young <29 20 16.66 4075
Middle 291052 88 73.33 '
old >52 12 10

Education

Iliterate 0 72 60

Primary 0to5 20 16.66 3.3
Secondary 6to 10 20 16.66

Tertiary >10 8 6.66

Family Size

Small 2t03 30 25 446
Medium 4t06 82 68.3 '
Large >6 8 6.66

Cultivable Land

Small <2 20 16.66

Medium 2105 83 73.33 3.325
High >5 12 10

Income Status

Low <83680 BDT 96 80

Medium 83680-330000 BDT 22 18.33 71429
High >330000 BDT 2 1.66
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Table 2. Income generating activities of the respondents

Name of the IGAs Frequency Percentage%
Crop Production 18 15
Crop Production/Livestock 22 18.3
Crop Production/Livestock/Day labor 20 16.7
Govt Service 4 3.3
Day labor 6 5
Crop Production/Fish culture 2 1.7
Crop Production/Livestock/Fish culture 8 6.7
Crop Production/Livestock/Business 2 1.7
Crop Production/ Day Labor 30 25
Day labor/Livestock 6 5
Crop Production/Service 2 1.7

Table 3. Overall impact of IGAs on livelihood status of indigenous people

Opinion of the respondents (%)

Statement Improved No change Decreased
Household income 62 30 8
Position in the society 48 35 17
Housing condition 56 40 4
Health 52 35 13
Sanitation 70 30 0
Drinking Water facilities 75 23 2
Food consumption 55 45 0
Freedom in family expenditure 58 36 6
Overall livelihood status 60 34 6

Table 4. Problem analysis through FGD in the study area

Sl. Problems Sub group Score  Rank
No. 1 2 3 4
01 Lack of Training on agricultural activities 10 7 6 5 28 4
02 Lack of education institute( high school, collegey) 9 6 5 7 27 5
near village
03 Lack of help from government 5 5 10 4 24 6
04 No scholarship for Santal student 4 3 8 8 23 7
05 Lack of money 8 10 7 9 34 1
06 Transportation problems 6 9 6 10 31 2
07 Drinking water problem 1 1 2 3 7 10
08 Lack of hospital or available doctor near village 2 4 1 6 13 8
09 Lack of training from different agencies 3 2 4 1 10 9
10 Lack of subsidy 7 8 9 6 30 3
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3.2 Income Generating Activities (IGAs) of the
respondents and their impact on livelihood
status in the study area

The main purpose of this study was to find out
the activities of the Santals community which
they practiced to their income generation. As we
observed in the study area, most of the people
were engaged in agriculture. According to data
presented in Table 2 about 92% of the
respondents were involved in different forms of
agricultural production. They actually took lease
of cultivable land and did crop production and
earned money by giving day labor in others field
which were their main income sources. Through
their studies, Shamsuddoha (2009) also found
similar types of results.

From the Table 3 it is clearly indicated that
majority of the indigenous people (60%) opined
that their livelihood status has improved through
IGAs.

Their household income, sanitation and water
facilities also increased remarkably. Many
Santals (34%) reported that involvement with
IGAs does not change their livelihood status and
10% mentioned that their livelihood status in fact
decreased.

3.3 Problems analysis through Focus Group
Discussion (FGD)
A Focus group discussion (FGD) was done
among 40 respondents of the study area to find
their problems. After analysis of problems
through FGD the important problems of the
Santal people were identified and shown in
Table 4. Among the problems, the most
prominent problems of indigenous people of the
study area was lack of money (score 34). They
faced many problems relating to their day to day
life. Such as among ranked problem the second
highest scored problem was transportation
problem. Due to this problem indigenous people
cannot move easily for education, treatment etc.
to outside. The third and fourth problem was
lack of subsidy/ age subsidy and lack of training
on agricultural issues. For these problems they
are lagging behind day by day. Lack of

educational institute (high school, college) near
village is the next problem which needs to be
solved to make indigenous people literate as well
as to make them aware about their venerable
condition to get rid of it.

4, Conclusions

The study identified the status of Santals of
Chapainwabganj in  respect of various
parameters. Findings of the study showed
majority of the respondents were illiterate having
medium size family. Most of them fall under low
annual income, had no own land, they took lease
from others and earning their income.
Agriculture was the main source of occupation in
the study area. The main IGAs observed in the
study area were crop cultivation, livestock
rearing, fish culture. Findings from FGD
demonstrated that lack of money among the
respondents was the most important problem
followed by transportation problems, lack of
Training about agricultural activities, lack of
subsidy, lack of educational institutions
respectively. Alongside, overall livelihood status
of the indigenous people of the study area has
been improved through IGAs. Finally the study
suggested that proper initiatives from policy
makers are highly demanded to improve the life
standard of the indigenous people creating ample
income generation opportunities.
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